
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s bulletins, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

 The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 



The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 17 & 18, 2016 

 

Promises made: God’s kingdom will come through the child Immanuel. 

 

 

 

Prelude  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 

  by J. S. Bach 

 

  Stille, Stille, Stille 

Teen Handbell Choir arranged by William Moats 

 

Opening Hymn Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 3 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for 

the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 7:10-14 

Isaiah promises the birth of the child Immanuel. 

 

 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or 

in the highest heights.” 

 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.” 

 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will 

you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be 

with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 24 

The LORD’s promises are fulfilled through the King of glory. 

  

 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 

  the world, and all who live in it; 

 

 for he founded it upon the seas 

  and established it upon the waters. 

 

 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? 

  Who may stand in his holy place? 

 

 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

  he will receive blessing from God his Savior. Refrain 

 

 Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

  that the King of glory may come in. 

 

 Who is this King of glory? 

  The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

 

 Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, 

  that the King of glory may come in. 

 

 Who is he, this King of glory? 

  The LORD Almighty – he is the King of glory. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  
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Second Lesson Romans 1:1-7 

All of God’s promises are fulfilled in the gospel Paul preached. 

 

 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God – the 

gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to 

his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with 

power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him and 

for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the 

obedience that comes from faith. And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Verse of the Day  

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 

him Immanuel. Alleluia.  

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 1:18-25 

An angel urged Joseph not to be afraid; everything was happening exactly as promised. 

 

 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because 

Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly. 

 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.” 

 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” – which means, “God with us.” 

 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home 

as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.   
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) O Come, Emmanuel 

Elli Collyard & Mason Rue by Neil & Tracy Hankwitz 

 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

 O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

 

 The prophets told us long ago a star would come from Jacob, 

 The child would be born in Bethlehem, and he would come to save us. 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

 

 The angel said to Mary that she would have a son. 

 His name would be called Emmanuel, God’s gift from heav’n sent down. 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

 O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

 

Hymn of the Day Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

 Christian Worship 23 

 

Sermon Isaiah 7:10-14 

 

The Sign 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is,  

   seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made.  
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  For us and for our salvation,  

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  



pg. 10 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O  

 Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who comes 

with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance and faith by his Spirit 

until he comes again. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Blessed Lord, we praise you because you have fulfilled what you promised through your holy 

prophets of long ago and have sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us. We give you sincere 

and humble thanks for your Son’s gracious advent. He has come near to us in human flesh, 

redeeming the world from darkness. He comes near to us in Word and sacrament, giving us life 

and light. He will come near in glory, banishing forever the shadows of night. 

 

 As we receive his body and his blood, once given and poured out for us, lift up our hearts to the 

day when we will see our Redeemer face-to-face. Then we will need no light, nor lamp, nor 

sun, for the Lord will be our light. Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 18 of the bulletin.  
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Distribution Hymns Peace Came to Earth (see pg. 15) 

 Christian Worship Supplement 707 

 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 Christian Worship 24 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 Christian Worship 312 

Please stand 

 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to 

eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, 

and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen.  
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Rise, Arise (stanza 1) 

Christian Worship 30 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text: Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Kiara Ristow, piano (Saturday) 

 Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday) 

 Morgan Festerling, violin (Sunday) 

 

Teen Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland 

 

Communion Assistants Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer, Greg Martin (8:00 AM) 

Jeff Scheibe, Brian Treichel, Scott Uecker (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Adam & Jenny Greggs and Greg & Stephanie Lamas (8:00 AM) 

 Barb Bergquist, Sandy Klug, Jessica Gromacki and Becky Rehborg (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Tom Wessel (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 AM); Michael Schneider (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The Fourth Advent Candle: The Angels’ Candle is the candle of joy and love – a 

reminder of the grace that is given to all who know the Christ Child. 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Theodore Jon Roberts, son of Chris and Tina, neé Gonzalez, Roberts, will be 

baptized in a private ceremony on Thursday, December 22nd. Serving as sponsors will 

be Bryant Roberts and Dayna Mateicka. 

 

 Ms. Rebecca Kramer, who was called to teach lower grades and Mrs. Beth 

Wittig, who’s current one-year call was changed to a permanent call at St. 

John’s school, as they deliberate how and where to best serve their Lord. 

 

 Henry Walters, who was hospitalized this past week at Zablocki VA hospital 

and Sue Rader at the Lutheran Home. 
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Parents’ Preview for December 25 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” stanza 1 

(Christian Worship 54) 
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you will not 

cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood, which 

purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have 

given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine. 

Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Advent 4 

 M Isaiah 45:1-8…..……………………………………………. Luke 1:39-56 

 T 1 Corinthians 2:6-10…….….………………………………. Jeremiah 31:2-6, 14 

 W Mark 3:31-35……………………………………………….. Isaiah 7:10-16 

 TH Romans 1:1-7………………………………………………. Isaiah 40:9-11 

 F John 19:25b-27……………………………………………... Isaiah 52:5-53:5 

 S Christmas Eve 
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesday, December 21 Christmas Concert featuring Koine 

 6:00 PM, School Gymnasium 

 

Saturday, December 24 Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

 4:00 PM, Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

 

Saturday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 PM 

 

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 

Saturday, December 31 New Year’s Worship  

 5:30 PM 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 New Year’s Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
 

 


